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President's Coordinating Council charts new path for human settlements
18 May 2010

The President's Cordinating Council (PCC) held a special meeting today (18 May 2010) to address the challenge of developing sustainable
human settlements.

The PCC is a statutory body chaired by the President that brings together representatives from all three spheres of government, It is a
consultative forum for the President to raise matters of national interest with provincial governments and organised local government, and to
consult provincial governments and organised local government on the implementation of national policy and legislation,

It aims to coordinate the provision of services across spheres, and to detect and correct failures in service delivery,

This special meeting was attended by President Zuma, Deputy President Kgalema Motlanthe and the Ministers of Cooperative Governance and
Traditional Affairs, Human Settlements, Finance, Public Works, Economic Development, Public Service and administration, Land aAffairs and Rural
Development, and the two Ministers in the Presidency. It was also attended by the Premiers of all nine pravinces, the MECs responsible for
housing and human settlements, and representatives of the South African Local Government Association {SALGA),

President Zuma convened the special PCC meeting because the provision of housing within sustainable, integrated settlements is a critical
pillar of the country's growth and development strategy.

It is estimated that the current housing backlog is 2.1 million housing units, affecting 12 million people. There are approximately 2 700 infarmal
settlements in the country.

"Through a progressive human settlements programme, we will be able to reverse the legacy of the Group Areas Act, the Influx Control Act
and a host of other apartheid legislation which dehumanised our people," President Zuma said,

The objective of establishing sustainable human settlements and an improved quality of household life is one of the twelve outcomes identified
by government.

Key outputs, by which progress will be measured, include the upgrading of 400,000 accommodation units within informal settlements, and
improving access to basic services like water, electricity and sanitation.
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